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The single biggest challenge was to accommodate
an indoor paddle tennis court measuring 66 feet
by 33 feet with a 22-foot height (20 meters
by 10 meters by 6.7 meters) without compromising
or reducing the size of the guests’ and
owner’s accommodations.

’

—Designer Pascale Reymond
on a notable feature of Aviva
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CHANCE ENCOUNTER
ON THE RIVER THAMES

TOM VAN OOSSANEN

Abeking & Rasmussen’s two recently launched motoryachts, the 321-foot
(98.4-meter) Aviva and the 244-foot (74.5-meter) Elandess, had a happenstance
rendezvous on the River Thames a few months ago. Aviva, designed by Toby
Silverton and Reymond Langton Design, was launched in 2017 and has been
making the rounds of the world’s major cities for the past year. Elandess (not
visible here), styled inside and out by London-based Harrison Eidsgaard design
studio, launched in July 2018 and was on her maiden voyage. abeking.com
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PADDLE TENNIS MEETS ‘DR. WHO’

GUILLAUME PLISSON

By Jill Bobrow

Designer Pascale Reymond discusses

FACING PAGE: Aviva’s exterior was designed to be blade-thin at the bow with a crisp and faceted

superstructure. BELOW: Andrew Langton, Pascale Reymond and Jason Macaree of Reymond Langton Design.

the inspirations behind Abeking & Rasmussen’s 323-foot ﬂagship, Aviva.
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Abeking & Rasmussen’s 323-foot (98.4-meter) flagship,
Aviva, displaces a massive 5,000 gross tons and has a
yawning 57-foot (17.2-meter beam). Reymond Langton
Design, along with owner’s representative Toby Silverton,
was responsible for the exterior styling. Reymond
Langton, which also designed the owner’s previous,
223-foot (68-meter) Aviva, built at the same yard, also
designed the interior. The new Aviva has something
that no other yacht has: a full-size paddle tennis court.
Pascale Reymond discusses the design challenges with
Yachts International Editor-at-Large Jill Bobrow.

DESIGNING A YACHT OF AVIVA’S SIZE FROM A BLANK
SLATE COULD BE A DAUNTING EXERCISE. HOW DID
THE OWNER INSPIRE YOU?
The owner said he was looking to create a yacht with
a strong presence, a yacht that was unique, one that
would stand out from the crowd—something different. Toby Silverton, the owner’s representative, was
very much involved with the exterior styling, and the
words he kept coming back to were avant-garde and
modern. Regarding the interior, the overriding brief
from the owner was to make a true home at sea, as he
intended to spend a lot of time aboard.

The owner ﬁnds gyms boring. For Aviva, he ordered up a paddle
tennis court, similar to the ones he has in his homes and at his
Albany resort in Nassau, the Bahamas.

YACHTS
INTERNATIONAL

36

yachtsinternational.com

GUILLAUME PLISSON

GUILLAUME PLISSON

This interpretation of a grand piano, designed by musician Gergeley Boganyi,
produces incredible sound. Painted a custom color expressly for Aviva, it sits in the
upper deck salon and is as much a piece of art as a musical instrument.
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YOU WORKED WITH THE OWNER ON HIS PREVIOUS
AVIVA. SHEER SIZE NOTWITHSTANDING, HOW DOES
THIS YACHT DIFFER?
The older Aviva was classic in style with a lot of wood.
The new Aviva has a modern style with no use of
wood. Also, the new yacht has a completely different
interior layout that flows in an organic manner with
no straight walls.

GUILLAUME PLISSON

WHAT ACCOMMODATIONS DID YOU MAKE FOR THE
SIGNIFICANT ART COLLECTION ABOARD?
For one thing, we created a higher ceiling than normal to accommodate the large pieces of art. As the
art often moves around on the yacht, having the right
lighting to accommodate the art became very tricky.
WHAT OTHER DESIGN CHALLENGES DID YOU FACE?
The single biggest challenge was to accommodate an
indoor paddle tennis court measuring 66 feet by 33
feet with a 22-foot height (20 meters by 10 meters
by 6.7 meters) without compromising or reducing
the size of the guests’ and owner’s accommodations.
Every space aboard Aviva is enormous—the owner’s
suite, spa, gym, guest suites and salons. Even the

TOP: As with other aspects of
the yacht, the bridge is inspired
by science ﬁction, according to
Reymond. ABOVE: The owner’s
brief was for a masculine
hydrodynamic hull; The nearplumb bow was chosen more
for stability and seakeeping
than aesthetics.

main tender is 46 feet long (14 meters). To fit in
everything the owner wanted, we had to create quite
an innovative layout.
HOW MANY ITERATIONS OF THE GENERAL
ARRANGEMENTS PLAN DID YOU MAKE?
In our first proposal to the owner, we placed the paddle
court on an exterior deck, but that did not work for
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the owner also works from the yacht, we created a fully
functional business center and conference room.
WHAT SETS AVIVA’S EXTERIOR AND INTERIOR
DESIGN APART?
Naturally, I think she is the best yacht of her size
around. She has a powerful architectural exterior
with incredible interior space and a well-thought-out
layout. She is also full of surprises. While designing
her, I kept envisioning a TARDIS, the dimensionally
transcendental police box from “Dr. Who,” the longrunning science fiction television series on BBC. The
TARDIS is bigger on the inside than the outside and
exists in different, relative dimension to the exterior.
WHAT WAS ONE OF THE MOST SATISFYING EXPERIENCES OF THE PROCESS?
It was an incredibly fun and fulfilling experience to
actually play a game of paddle tennis aboard Aviva.

HOW DID THE OWNER’S DESIRE TO LIVE ABOARD
FOR LONG PERIODS OF TIME AFFECT YOUR DESIGN?
We designed Aviva as a home, which means we had
to consider practicality and function above all. To
that end, there is a massive amount of storage and
wardrobe space. And to accommodate his day-to-day
needs, he also specified more varied locations for dining, relaxing and entertaining inside and out. And, as
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TOP: Pascale Reymond and

Andrew Langton, principals
at Reymond Langton Design.
ABOVE: Recessed lighting in

the sculpted overheads and
indirect linear lighting create
an indoor-outdoor feel.

WHAT WERE THE GREATEST REWARDS?
We are very flattered to see the client happy and to
witness Aviva turning up in iconic locations around
the world, such as at the Statue of Liberty in New
York City and cruising the River Thames in London.
DO YOU HAVE A FAVORITE PART OF THE YACHT?
There are so many great spaces that it is very difficult
to choose. Andrew [Langton] loves the main deck
lounge with sunken seating area and architectural
lighting features; for me, it is the journey to the paddle
tennis court via the incredible staircases and lobbies.
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the owner. Once we got our head around the mindbending fact that we had to find an interior space, the
entire layout took shape very fast. We achieved the
final results after approximately six versions of the GA.

LEFT: A bird’s-eye view

accentuates the deliberate
exterior color scheme: blue
hull, silver superstructure, dark
window bands, and metallic
gray detailing on the mast and
bulwarks. The outdoor built-in
seating is also painted metallic
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silver. ABOVE: The decks are
Esthec with different patterns
to resemble carpeting.

WHAT ARE SOME OF THE EXTERIOR HIGHLIGHTS?
The superstructure and hull are contrasting forms—both
sculptural. The hull is soft and rounded like a sailing
yacht, with the design driven by the seakeeping and lowresistance hull form. The superstructure is more architectural with twisting, faceted shapes, inspired by a car
design with metallic silver really showing off the form.
WHAT ARE SOME OF THE INTERIOR HIGHLIGHTS?
We have an enormous upper deck lounge, which can
open up to the exterior with balconies to port and
starboard. There are 30 feet (9.1 meters) of sliding
doors on both sides of the room. The bridge is a bit
like “Star Trek” meets Bentley. I researched a lot of
science fiction interiors before designing the bridge.
HOW WAS IT WORKING WITH
ABEKING & RASMUSSEN?
It is always a pleasure to work with Abeking, even when
the pressure is on. Aviva is our 10th Abeking-built yacht,
but it is also our largest by far. Starting with a blank
slate, we only had three years to design and build Aviva,
therefore, we had a lot of pressure from the shipyard
to deliver on time. This project means a lot to us and
is very close to our hearts. We thoroughly enjoyed
designing and building Aviva and are extremely proud
to be part of the project. She is our best work so far.
For more information: abeking.com;
reymondlangtondesign.com
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